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That same day, scarcely 100 
miles away, an American stood 
at the very edge of North Ko- 
rea. The line, in fact, ran right 
down the middle of the green 
felt covered table before him. 

When Vice Adm. John Victor 
Smith sat down at the table at 
11 a.m. sharp, January 24, all 
he knew was that the Pueblo 
and her men were somewhere 
behind that line, somewhere be- 
hind the man who sat stonily 
across from him, somewhere 
alive or dead. And he knew that 
the man with the perpetually 
outraged mien, the man those 
on the United Nations Armistice 
Commission called “F'rog 
Face,” wouldn’t tell him where. 
Or why. 

For this was war right there 
at the table in the tin-roofed 
shack . at Panmunjom. War 
fought with words, but war 
nonetheless. It had been going 
on since the Korean shooting 
stopped in 1953. 

• The compound at Panmunjom 
was like an inkblot, each half 
duplicating the other. By agree- 
ment each building was to have 
been the same size as its coun- 
terpart, but the North Korean 
structures seemed a little high- 
er, a little taller, a little wider. 
Theirs were painted green, the 
UN command’s blue to match 
its flag. The negotiation hut it- 
self, a single story building cov- 
ered with corrugated metal and 
measuring about 20 by 60 feet, 
ivas equally divided between the 
;wo sides. Dead in the middle 
-vas the wooden negotiating ta- 
)le. Cables leading to the micro- 
>hones marked the actual 
>oundary. The two head repre- 
entatives sat facing each other 
ome three feet apart. Their 
tides sat behind them. 


Adm. Smith was not above fir- 
ing a puff of cigar smoke across 
the DMZ at his counterpart, 
who was not above contemplat- 
ing out loud what he would like 
to do with the admiral. 

The strain of working in the 
hut was so maddening that the 
UN changed its negotiator every 
six months. “It’s unpleasant 
when one is used to dealing in 
facts, truth, honesty,” said the 
admiral. “These people are 
mad dogs. What do you say to a 
Mongolian savage who holds 
your countrymtn hostagt?” 
GEN. PAK ACCUSES 
His side had called the meet- 
ing, however, and would have 
its say. Everyone seated, the 
261st meeting of the Armistice 
Commission began. The first 
item of business was the assas 
sination attempt. Smith, son of 
H. M. “Howlin' Mad” Smith, 
famed World War II Marine 
general, glowered back at the 
man a few feet across from 
him, Maj. Gen. Pak Chung Kuk 
Eventually they came to the 
matter of the Pueblo. 

Smith demanded: “One, re- 
turn the vessel and crew intact, 
immediately. Two, apologize to 
the government of the United 
States for this illegal action.” 
THE U.S. DEMANDS 
“A mad dog barks at the 


moon,” said Pak when his turn 
came. “J[ cannot but pity you 
who are compelled to behave 
like a hooligan disregarding 
even your age and honor to ac- 
complish the crazy intention of 
the war maniac Johnson at this 
table for the sake of bread and 
dollars to keep your life. In or- 
der to sustain your life, you 
probably served Kennedy, who 
was already sent to hell. If you 
want to escape from the same 
fate of Kennedy who is now a 
putrid corpse and of Johnson 
who is a living corpse, don’t in- 
dulge yourself desperately in in- 
vective at this table. 

‘Around 1215 hours on Janu- 
ary 23, your side committed the 
crude, aggressive act of illegal- 
ly infiltrating the armed spy 
ship of the U.S. imperialist ag- 
gressor Navy equipped with 
various weapons and all kinds 
of equipment for espionage into 
our coastal waters. Our naval 
vessels returned the fire of the 
piratical group.” 

On he went, reminding that he 
had warned only four days be- 
fore against Intruding any ships 
into North Korean waters. Then 
he got to the heart of the mat- 
ter: the demand that the United 
States admit intruding in North 
Korean waters, apologize and 
assure that it would not happen; 
again. That was it— admit, apo-; 
logize, assure: the three A’s— a ; 
policy the North Koreans were* 
not to change for 11 months un-j 
til the United States did exactly 
what they asked. 

“I will investigate any reason- 1 
able allegations,” said Smith, 1 
■‘but I will not be diverted by 
your tactics. I propose a re- 
cess.” j 

T accept your proposal for a 
recess,” Pak replied. 

It was the only thing they, 
agreed on all day. 

(Continued Thursday) I 
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